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Long before the Pilgrims celebrated Thanksgiving at Plymouth in 1621, a similar feast of thanks was

shared in the New World. In the 1500s, Mexican conquistador Juan de OÃ±ate led an expedition

north of the Rio Grande into an area now known as Texas. To celebrate his successful journey, he

and his colonists joined Native Americans in a feast on April 30, 1598-the First Thanksgiving.
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It is said that the victors write the history books. "Long Before the Pilgrims: The First Thanksgiving"

celebrates a Thanksgiving feast on United States soil that happened on April 30, 1598, twenty two

years before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth. The celebrants were Spaniards, Mestizos and

Natives of Mexico who were thanking God for their safe journey through the Chihuahuan Desert to

settle in what is now Santa Fe, New Mexico. Dying of thirst they reached the Southern bank of the

Rio Bravo (Rio Grande). Finding water, fish, ducks, small animals and shade from many cottonwood

trees, they stopped, rested and celebrated their deliverance with a Mass of Thanksgiving, the Toma

claiming all the land watered by the Rio Bravo for Spain, the first European play on United States

soil, and a Thanksgiving meal. This is a well researched, well written, bilingual telling of that

amazing story that happened near present day San Elizario, Texas.
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